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    BROOKLYN TIMELINE 

1542 – Giovanni Da Verrazano sails into New York Harbor,
           discovering the land that would later become Brooklyn.

1642 – The Town of Breuckelen (the spelling used by its Dutch 
            settlers) is chartered by the Dutch West India Company.  

1652 – The Pieter Claesen Wyckoff House, the oldest house in 
 New York State, built. 

1654 – Brooklyn’s first church, Flatbush Dutch Reformed Church,   
 was founded, by order of Peter Stuyvesant.

1658 – Erasmus Hall, the first public school in America, opens.

1776 – During the Revolutionary War, The Battle of Brooklyn was  
 fought for three days in the areas that today are Prospect   
 Park, Park Slope, Bay Ridge and Fort Greene. George   
 Washington retreats and the British occupation 
 of Brooklyn begins.

1814 – Brooklyn-New York steam ferry service begins; continues   
 until 1924.

1834 – The Town of Brooklyn annexing the surrounding five 
           towns  of New Amersfoort (Flatlands),Midwout (Flatbush),
           New Utrecht, Boswick (Bushwick) and Gravesend.

1841 – The Brooklyn Eagle Newspaper begins publication; Walt   
 Whitman serves as editor from 1846-1848.

1848 – Brooklyn City Hall, today’s Brooklyn Borough Hall, opens. 

1858 – Baseball gets its first real start. The National Association of 
 Baseball Players is formed.

1859 – The Brooklyn Academy of Music (BAM) opens on   
 Montague Street; moves to current location at 30 Lafayette  
 Avenue in 1908 after a devastating fire.

1862 – The iron-clad Civil War ship Monitor is launched at   
 Greenpoint and later outfitted at the Brooklyn Navy Yard.   
 Built in only 101 days.

1867 – Prospect Park, designed by Central Park design team   
 Frederick Law Olmstead and Calvert Vaux, opens. 

1868 – Eastern Parkway was completed. Designed by 
 Fredrick-Law Olmstead and Calvert Vaux, it was the 
 worlds first six-lane parkway.

1874 – The frankfurter is born in Coney Island by Charles Feltman  
 and later nick-named the “hot dog“ by the press in 1906.

1883 – Opening of the Brooklyn Bridge, designed by John   
 Roebling, provided the first link between Brooklyn and   
 Manhattan. During its 13 year construction, 27 men died   
 including its designer.

1892 – The Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Memorial Arch in Grand Army   
 Plaza, designed by John H. Duncan, architect of Grant’s   
 Tomb was dedicated. 

1897 – Brooklyn Public Library is established.

1897 – The Brooklyn Museum of Art opens.

1897 – Steeplechase Park opens in Coney Island, followed by Luna  
 Park (1903-44) and Dreamland (1904-11). Steeplechase   
 Park burns down; new park opens in 1908 and closes in 1964.

1898 – Brooklyn, the Bronx, Queens and Staten Island (Richmond)  
 join with Manhattan to become New York City. 

1899 – The Brooklyn Children’s Museum opens.

1911 – Brooklyn Botanic Garden opens.

1913 – Ebbets Feild, home of the Brooklyn Dodgers, opens.

1950 – Brooklyn Battery Tunnel opens after 9 years of construction.  
 The only underwater connection between 
 Manhattan and Brooklyn.

1957 – Dodgers leave Brooklyn.

1964 – The Verrazano Bridge opens connecting Brooklyn and   
 Staten Island. Still one of the longest suspension 
 bridges in the world.

1998 – Brooklyn’s first new hotel in more than 60 years,
 Marriott New York At The Brooklyn Bridge, opens in downtown.

2001 – Baseball returns to Brooklyn when the Brooklyn Cyclones   
 play first game at KeySpan Park.

2003 – Brooklyn Historical Society re-opens with expanded   
 exhibition space.
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Atlantic Terminal
Dr. Ezra Trachtenberg Dentist
Brooklyn Artisans Gallery
Grimaldi’s Coal Brick   - Oven Pizza
Ceol Irish Pub
Chance Pan Asian & Dim Sum
Cody’s Ale House & Grill
Eamonn’s Restaurant & Bar
Jolie Restaurant
Heights Cafe
Downtown Natural Market
Pig’ n Out Barbeque
Junior’s Restaurant
Taze   - Mediterranean & Turkish Cuisine
La Traviata Italian Restaurant
Lantern   - Thai Cuisine
Lichee Nut Chinese Restaurant
Marco Polo Ristorante
Monty Q’s Pizzeria
Nanatori Japanese Restaurant
Tripoli Restaurant
Pete’s Downtown Restaurant
Providence Day Spa
Toro Spanasia Restaurant
Queen Ristorante
Blanc & Rouge Wine and Spirits
Bacchus   - Bistrot a Vins
Melt   - New American Cuisine
Chipshop   - British Pub & Restaurant
La Mancha   - Cuisine from Spain
Savoia   - Italian Restaurant
Lobo   - Tex-Mex Restaurant
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